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Organizations (RCOs) that exist across the United States.

Recovery
Community
Centers

What is a “Recovery Community Center”?

A Recovery Community Center (RCC) is one of several different types of Recovery Community

Born from the “Recovery Movement” that began in 1976, the main purpose of these grassroots, peer-
led centers is to remove barriers to recovery by providing support to the community members that it
serves and put a positive face on Recovery through Advocacy and Education.

Recovery Community Centers provide a meeting place for those in recovery from alcohol or drug
addiction and act as a face for recovery to the community. These centers connect those in recovery

with those seeking recovery to share their strengths and skills and to advocate for the needed
resources in the community to make recovery possible for those in need. Building meaningful and
healthy relationships is key to successful recovery. These centers offer a place for that to happen.
While crisis centers offer services for a day for a person in crisis, recovery community centers offer
recovery for a lifetime. Recovery community centers are where hope lives.
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“A recovery community organization (RCO)
is an independent, non-profit organization
led and governed by representatives of
local communities of recovery.”

“Phillip A. Valentine, William L. White and Pat Taylor, 2007

10 Best Practices of an RCO

6.Are Non-clinical/Offer Peer-
Recovery Support Services

7.Acknowledge All Pathways To
Recovery

8.Have Diverse, Equitable and
Inclusive Policies, Practices &
Services

9.Use and Promote Recovery-
friendly Language

10.Have a Code of Ethics and

Grievance Policies

1.Non-profit Organization

2.Led and Governed by the
Recovery Community

3.Do Not Duplicate Existing
Community Resources

4.They are "Grassroots”,
Independent Organizations

S.Utilize a "Participatory
Process”

What do RCOs do?

Capacity Building

Support the development of recovery support
institutions « education-based recovery support
programs « recovery community centers -
recovery cafes « recovery ministries « recovery-
focused employment programs « recovery-
focused prison reentry programs « and more

Source: Faces And Voices of Recovery, 2022
Learn more at:
https:

~ldaho Department of Health & Welfare/Division of Behavioral Health

Core Principles of Recovery
Community Organizations (RCO)

Recovery Vision:

The RCO, its leaders and its members have a
singular goal: enhancing the quantity and
quality of support available to people seeking
and experiencing long-term recovery from
substance use disorder.

Authenticity of Voice:

Authenticity of voice means that an RCO
ensures that the voices of people who have
the lived experience of recovery, includin
family members, are heard and embraced,
and represents the interests of communities
of recovery.

Accountability to the recovery community:
RCOs credibility and effectiveness depends on
their ability to be accountable and responsive
to the community they work in and with. In
most cases, this means being an independent,
standalone nonprofit organization, where they
can manage their relationships with other
organizations, free from conflicts of interest.

Peer Recovery Support Services

Provide peer recovery support services (PRSS)
Conduct ongoing local needs assessment
surveys or focus groups

Advocacy
Organize recovery-focused policy and
advocacy activities

www.recoveryanswers.org/assets/6.22.22-FVR-RCO-Presentation-ORN-RRI.pdf


https://www.recoveryanswers.org/assets/6.22.22-FVR-RCO-Presentation-ORN-RRI.pdf
https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=1801&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/services-programs/behavioral-health/statewide-recovery-community-centers
https://www.peerwellnesscenter.org/
https://www.peerwellnesscenter.org/therecoverymovement#:~:text=In%20response%2C%20the,in%20recovery%20generally
https://www.peerwellnesscenter.org/therecoverymovement#:~:text=In%20response%2C%20the,in%20recovery%20generally
https://www.peerwellnesscenter.org/therecoverymovement
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